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QF SOME 


Miniſters of Chriſt 


Lara 1s The IN THE 
{1 of Wight, & County of Southampton, 


To the Pcople of their reſpeive Charges». 
by way of 


EXHORTATION, 


to Diſcharge their parts of thoſe rwo- 
Great and Neceſla 


 Privace Conference 


AND <C 


CATECHISING. 
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[Prov.22.6. Train up-(or Catechize) # Hd; in the way he ſhould gol | > 
and when hes ll Fe will not depart from i its oe. 
Cen.18.19. 1 know Abraham, that hewill command hs children]. FG 
and his houſhold after him, 2's ſhall keep the way of the Lara. \* Ne OY 
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The ADDRESSE of ſome Miniſters 
of Chriſtin the Ifſe of Wight, and County | 


of Southampton, to the People of their. reſpe- 


ive Charges, by way of Exhortation, to * | 
diſcharge their parts of thoſe two great 
and neceſlary Duties, 


| Private Conference & Catechiſing, | | 


Dearly Beloved, 
Lap gas. Hat the good tidings which the 

| IS glorious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt | 
9) brings to ſinners, was firſt heard 
D); 


at Fernſalem, was a mercy, a |Luc.24 47: 
| L- great mercy vi 1 ews: That 

vo Cn ® & it was not confin'dro them alone, | 

; but ordered to pale among all 0- 
ther Nations, was a gratious, a very exceeding | 
gratious diſpenſation to us ſinners of the Gentiles. 
Thar ic found out this obſcure Angle of the world, 
where we live, ſocarly, that our pricrity before 
many Countries in the enjoyment of ſo invaluable 
a bleſſing, is juſtly-accounted amongſt the higheſ? | 
of our Prerogatives, was.an evidence of the Lords | / | 
peculiar goodnefſe-ro our Progenitors ; and we are 
not [0 regardlefle of rs of our Nativity, _ | 
3 F () | 
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An Exhortation 10 


ſo forgerfull of the Rocke from whence we were 
hew'n, and the hole of the Pit from whence we 
were digged, as not to think our ſelves enough 
concern'd in their mercies, to bleſſe God for them, 
And as the God of our mercies did {o {eafonably 
prevent us, ſo hath his goodneſſe and mercy all a- 
long followed us in affording means of light and 
nd | life cous, from one generation to another, If we 
TDeur.32,9,10, | remember the days of old,and confider the years of many 
generations : fm ask onr fathers they will ſhew s, 
and our Elders they will teach us, im what a deplorable 
condition of Tgwuorance, Idelatry, and Atheiſme, and 
. how deeply plung'd in all Imaginable 4bomrnations, 
the Lord found us, when he ſent us by his Goſpel 
Jeſus Chriſt the Light of the world, with means e- 
_ | nouph to dire& us out of darkneſie and the ſhadow of 
; Death, and to guid our feet into the ways of peace. And 
' though the interpoſicion of our fins betwixt heaven 
and us hath not ſuffered che Sun of che Goſpel for 
many ages to break out upon us, in ics full glory, 
yet hath it notart any time been able #9ally ro e-. 
cliple ir, fincc firſt it arofe upon the Nation. And 
this we mention upon no other account than to 
remember you of our being brought forch in a Land 
of B'eſfings, which we think ir our dury to look 
| back upon as a providence too full of goodnefle to| 
be deſpiſed. 
. Bur ( as in which our own conceraments. are: 
mote ſpecially wrapt up) we defire moſtof all ro}. 
ſpend our ſerious confidetations upon the Lords 
gratious dealing, as to Golpel mercies, with this} - 
| Nation, in_ our days, Thac holy arme which ſcar-| 
| tered among us means of Converſion aad life in for. 
mer 
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[above the bleſſings of our progenitors, When,or 
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mer times, . clothed, is now:made .bexe, | thoſe com- 
pafions that did then-flpw from dive bowels, bur 
at an erdinary rate, are now advanced. God that 
commanded the clouds from above to let fall drops 
then, hath now opened the windows of Heaven,and 
rainech down large and plentiful ſhowers of hisGoſ- 
pell into our boſomese our bleſſings have prevailed 


| 


where did ihe King of Saiats ever ride up and down, 
in his ordinance af preaching the Goſpel in fo much 
Glory and Triumph, as in this Age and Nation ! 
This bleſſing 1s doubled, is multiplyed apon us, in 
reſpect of other times and places, whether we look 
backward or round about us, we are preſented with 
a ncceflicy of acknowledging that the light of the 


. 


Moon, with us, i as the light of the Sunne, and the | 


light of the Sunne, 4s the light of ſeven days. 


outgoings of the Lord towards us with thankfuil 
and glad hearts, as they are a plentifu.l proviſion | 
of means co bring us to the great ends we ought to. 
aims at, the ſervice and eternall enjoymeat of him- 
ſe}fe, who is alone the creatnres beſt and greateſt 
both maſter and wages; ſo when we do on the 0- 
ther hand conſider how diſproportionable we are in 
our returnes, how unan{iyerable in our principles 


Ana as we deſire to look upon thele gratious | 


|. 


and praGtiſes to ſuch mercies, how few attain the 
ends but now mentioned, how many are groflyig- 
no:ant eyen of the Principles of that Religion they 
think-to be ſaved by, 'how many who have the 
droppings, the raive ot the Sanfuary, coming often 
upon them, Co bring to; th nothing but thorves and 
briars, and what a lamentable propenſity too man 


y | 
| 
do ' 


[{a,30,26. 
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An Exhortation to 2 


| our hearts begin to gather :blackneſle, and are ſei-| 


| 


do diſcover to be led away. by the. error of the wicked, 


zed upon with feare,: leſt theſe ſweer mercies ſhould 
be ſwift witneſſes againſt us, and in ſtead of con- 
 vertiog us to Jeſus Chriſt, our deliverer from the 
| wrath: to come, ſhould:be converted by us into 
ſuch aggravations of our ſins,4as:will leave us in a 
lefle to'erable condition than Sodom and Gommrrah, 
at the day of Judgment; and we are very well af- 
ſured, it is evcry good mans Cut uy to prev nt (as 
much as in him lies) fo fad-an 1ffueof ſuch icvalu-' 
able bleſſings. 
| The Duty, we ſay, of all good men, but ſpe- 
cially of Miniſters, whoſe office 1: 1s to lay out them- 
ſelves in a conſtant attendance upon the good of 
Souls:. upon which accoun: we the unworthy Mi- 
niſters of Chrift;, whoſe Names are under-writcen, 
| having through meccy been ſtirred up to 1mprove 


| earneſt prayer, atd- ſolemne humiliation, for di- 


Our Talents, ro the utrermoſt, for the advance-. 
ment of the KingJome and Intereſt 'of our deare' 
{ Redeemer, and the erernall welfare of you:1mmor-' 
tall Sou'es, who. are reſpect: vely committed toour 
Charge, and haying waited upon God ina way of 


retions to- that purpoſe, have: joyatly agreed. iro} 
communicate our thoughts, delires, raged purpoſes 
unto you,” by this Paper, - hoping char we thal find: 
it a very go0d ECON: re e | 

work; MN 


{© much the neceſlity of TNT 70 
(for who is not convinc'd of this, that is cc mr 
of ny thing 2 Ce how little, or NO. 
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tance many of our people hive with the things of 
God, how unhappy a qualification this is for any 
thing that is eyill, and what unavoidable advan- 
rages the Dev:ll hath againſt choſe poor ſouls, 
whom he is ſure to ſet upon in the dark, Though 
we are conſtrained to beleeve, that ſome are yery 
well able to digeſt their convictions, and have light 
enough to ſee themſelves wallowing 1n the pollutt- 
ons of the world; yet cin we not but be perſwaded 
of very manyxhat both the Mother 8& Nurſe of their 
miſcariages is their 7gnorance, being never yet pol- 


perceive the filthy and damnabie nature of fn 
the neceſſity of an- intereſt in Chriſt, and of that 
work of grace by his Spirit upon their ſouls, w:th- 
out which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, Our Charity 
prevailing with us, at leaſt to think thar if the ge- 
nerality of men were able to ſee the wrath of God, 
and the torments of hell in every ſtnne, they would 
not doat uponitz and to ſee Chriſt exalted to be a 
Prince, to give repentance and remiſſion of ſins, they 
would not by their wiltall implieties ſend ſo many 
meſſages to him every day that they nill not have 
this man to reien over them, If they knew more, 
they would live better, if they did not ſee fo little, 
they would nor fin ſo much; they would not fo 
conftantly go out of their way, did they not go 2n 
the dark, 7 | 
Your (elves, Brethren, are our witneſſes, that 
in the courſe of our Miniſtry, -we have made it 


being very ſure of this, that unlefle we could have 
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(eſled of ſo much 11luminarion, as throughly to. 


much of our buſinefle ro info:me mens judgmeats, | 


| 


| 


, Rom. 6. 23 


Atts 4.132, 


Heb. 12, I 4. 


Luk, 19, 14. 


a knowing people, we ſhould never have a gratious | 
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& An Exhortation to | 


| ſucceſſe of his Goſpel to this purpoſe, we arealſo 


| evidence themſelves owners of ſo much knowledge, 


people; a5 we aie to bleſſe God for any the leaſt 


deeply to be humbled that it hath been 'no more, 
that very many are ignorant ſtill, and nor able co 


;| their (ouls ; our deep ſenſe of which hath brought 
+ us together, put us upon our prayers to God, and 
| a mutuail contribution of advice and councell to 
| one another, wiat turther courſe. to take, that by | 


| zing in our reſpetive Charges, is a courſe which 
| we have apprehended to promiſe us the moſt come 
| fortable ſucceſſe, We have therefore unanimouſly 


[as may be preſumed to let in Chriſt by Faith my 


| the bleſſing of God, might promote your edifica- | 
tion at a better rate, bea way to a ſpeed.er implan- | 
eat:on of Light and Grace in your ſouls, and make 
room. in your heads and hearrs for the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt 1n our publick preaching. 

To which end and purpoſe, for every one of us 
torevive and conſtantly to practiſe the too long 
neglected duties of Private Conference and Catechi- 


agreed and reſolved, to addeto our more publick 
' miniſteriall labours, the faithfull ſerious and con- 
ſtag diſcharge of theſe duties, that by laying our 
our talents as many ways as they may poſſibly be 
j\mproveable, for the good of all, we may, by the 
erace of Chriſt going along with us, be inſtrumen- 
rall in ſaving flome. Now our endeavours ſhall be 
| toinſtru&t 
1, Chatechizing, all within our reſpetive 
Charges that are under the Government 
of others. 
2. Private Conference, all the reſt, 


F- BY 


Not | 


or, 


F- 


| 


 publick examination at the Chnrch, that we may. 


— i. 4 di a. 


Private Conference and Catechiſing, 


Not that we would be underſtood co exclude any | 
that are reducible to either of theſe ranks from the 
benefix of both, or iſo much as an intimation) to 
mean it, not to be the duty of all,to ſubmit to both; 
bur have thus propounded ir, out of a condeſcen: | 
tion to that weaknefle (of roo much force upon | 
moſt mens Spirits) which ſuggeſterh ir to be a 
matter of ſhame, for perſons. that are aged to be 
Catechized; but never inclineth them to {o much | 
as the leaft bluſhing that they have need of it. So 
your ſelves b-ing able to teſtifie, rhat we are ina 
manner neceſſitated ro this xwethod, we (hall beg the 
cor.junctton of your prayers with ours, for a bleſſing 
t: om Heaven upon it, and (in as few words as we 
conveniently may) beſpeak your compliance with 
uSin it, And 

Firſt as to the Catechizing of all that are under 
the Governm: nt (we mein the domeſticall Govern: 
meat) of others. We have a requeit to make 


ſ1 The Governing party, 

Toy, The Coen ; 

1. To Maſters, Miſireſſes, and ſuch as have the 
care of others in their tamilies commitred to them; . 
our earneſt deſire is, that no negle& of yours may : 
bring upon you the guilt of acceſſaries to the ob- | 
ftruction of (0 £o0d a work, which you will by no 
means be able to prevent, but by contributing what | 
you can to the promotion of 1t, by teaching your 
children and ſervants the grounds and principles of 
Religion at home, that they may at leaſt remem- | 
ber them; and by caufing them to come under our | 


| 


; 
f 
} 


lee whether they do, and give them farther inſtru- | 
B 2 ctions- 
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An Exhortation to 


ions that they may profitably underſtand them 
That the means of bringing perſons to Chriſt and 
'|r Tim.2. 4, | heaven isto bring them fo the knowledge of the Trath, 
| or that its your duty to endeavour the bringing of 
your families by the ſame way,to the ſame end, We 
will not be ſo unckaritable as to think you have a- 
ry need to have it proved, and what fitter way can 
\ you attempt the diſcharge of this duty 1n, then by 
 Catechizing them © If you were to fill, (tis an old, a 

common, but very pertinent {1militude, and per- 
| haps may ſtick by you) 4 company of exceeding nar- 
| | row mouth'd Glaſſes, the likelieſt way to do it, is by ta | 
| king them ſitigly in your hands, and dropping into each 
| by little and little, as it will goe down, and not by ſet- 
ting them altogether, and throwing great quantities of 
water upox them Put, this together with your du- 
ty about it, and the many arguments you have to [ 
diſcharge it, we ſhall offer you more at large in 
theſe following Conſiderations, which we ſhall 
| Crave leaye to prefle, as the Duty concerns | 


\ 


EY I. Whole family. 7.9 
yourg 


2. Chilaren. 
+3, Servants, 
I. 11 Filation to your whole family. : 
1, Confider, Whether God hath not commit- 
| ted unto you a guardianſhip over the ſouls of your 
tamilies, and it be not upon that account your duty 
totake care for the diſcharge of theirs ? Tis acom- 
Exad. 20.10, | prehenfive inſtance which you have in Exod. 20 10. 
"= That your ſons, daughters, men and maid-{ervants 
keep the Sabbath holy, is an injunction laid imme» 
diatly upon you; you muſt remember that they do 
San#tifie it, and this is not done, but by Pang 
che 
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the whole time 1n the private and publique exerciſes 
of Gods worſhip and ſervice. And how many princi- | 
ples of Religion muft be knowae, before this can 
be done 2 and we cannot doubt of your eafte grant 
of this conſequence; that if you muſt ſee your fami- | 
lies doe thoſe duvies, which they can never doe ex- 
cept they be inſtructed, then muſt you be their in- 
ſtruors, unleſle you can (uppoſe,.there tay lye a 
ſtri& obligation upon you to accompliſh ſuch an 
end, which leaves you under no engagement at all 
to uſe the meanes. 

2 Cenſfider. How ſpeciall an eye of favour God | 
carries towards thoſe Heads of families, who lay out 
their care.that all under their roof may know and | 
ſerve him. Friendſhip with God is the choiceſt evi- 
dence of his favour, communication of ſecrets the 
higheft declaration of friendſhip , and this will the 
Lord beſtow upon Abraham a peculiar ſhare in , be- 
ing a perſon that would command his honſhold to keep | 
the way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 19, And from hence 
doelearned men collec, that it was, in that age, the 
holy practice of ſuch as feared God to Catechize 
their families, and inſtruct them, concerning the 
Creation of the world, fall of man, deſtruttion of the 
old world, Gods providence, the Meſſeah to be revealed, 
everlaſting life to come, and ſuch like. It you neglea 
CAbrahams praftice, you are never like ro come to | 


tt 


A brahams Honour, who was called The friend of | 


Goa, James 2. 23, | 

3 Conſider. What care the Spirit of God takes 
to keep alive their memories to all generations. who 
have planted religion in their families. Aquila and 
Priſcilla had a Church in their houſe , 1 Cor. 16.19. 


Nymphas 
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|} Already, and ſhall be fo as long as the Sun and 


_ | perience, 1a{hneſle, hear, pride, ignorance, and con- 


- | that in their age, have no need to goe to the Throxe 


has and Philemon had Churches in their houſes. 
Coloſſ. 4, 15. Philem. 2. not only in that they were 
hoſpitable to the Beleevers, and entertained them in 
rheir houſes, or that the meetings of Chriſtians for | 
the worſhip of God was wont to be in their houſes, 
bur alſo in regard of the piety of their families, 
each houſhold might be called a Church, a compa- 
[ny taught ro know God, and to ſerve him. And 
Cornelius , Was 4 man that feared God with all his 
houſe, A&. 10.2. Theſe are mentioned with Ho- 
nour, and haye been ſo neare fixteen hundred yeares 


Moone endureth. 


| thing that 1s evill. It you coubt what the inex- 


fidence, which moſt in their yoath have a ſufficient 

ſtock of, may put them upon, look back npon what 
| you were your ſelves, When David asketh where- 
| withall ſhall « young man cleanſe his way ? Pſal, 119. 
| 9. iSit not an iniimation that þzs way is ordinarily 
 thozow the polltons of the world ? And when David 
| prayes, Renmember not the ſins of my youth, Pal. 25. 
| 7. doe ye thinke there be very many in the world, 


| of Graze, in the ſame errand « And when Fob com- 
| Plaines, Thou makeſt me to poſſeſſe the ſins of my yowth, 
Job 23.26. we thinke twill tollow that Fobs youth- 
fulltime was his worſt time. Tis reported of Bel-: 
larmine, that when the Prieſt came to abſolve him, 
he could-not remember any particular fin to con- 
tefle, till he went back in his thoughts as farre as: 
his youth; either the Cardinalls memory failed him,: 


| | 


4 Conſider. The proneneſſe of youth to every | 


| 
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hence, that he had obſerved axger and exvy in ſuck» 


to the contrary, you will how ever receive no dam- 


Private Conference and Catechifing Sl 2; 


or youth will be ſigfull, chough no age elſe be ; tis 
doubtleſſe the worſt ſegſoz of the beſt men, and for 
groſſe and ſcandalous milcairtages, moſt common- 
ly, of the worſt too. DES: 

Now, wherewithall ſhall cheſe young ones cleanſe 
their wayes 2 what meanes muſt be pitcht upon to 
mortifle youthfull luſts, but the word of God © and 
what fitter expedient for the application of that re- 
medy to this diſcaſe, then to let it into their Heads 
and Hearts by Catechizing* by infuling thoſe Scrip- 
tures that doe aſſert the damnable nature of (1a, the | 
neceſſity of regeneration, the Tendency of the 
courle they are in, to their everlaſting deſtruction, 
GCCe . jd 

5 Conſider, On the other Hand, that if ever you 
meane, your families ſhall learne the wayes of God, 


| 


| Plal, IIg, 9. 


you loſe (at leaſt) the faireſt probability of ſuc- | 
ceſle, if you fall not upon teaching them 1n thetr | 
younger yeares. Let us crave liberty to lay, and | 
leave before you, but theſe Obſervations. 

1 Obſerve the fitneſs of that ſeaſon to receive 1n- 
ſtruEtion z that ( beſides our 9r5e7nall pollution) we 


even in little children every day. I know not ( ſaith 
Auguſtine ) the fins I committed in my infancy, yer 
I know that then I ſinned, and he knew it from 


ing children « he was (he confeſleth ) 2a little child, 
and a great-{inner : and Gregory gives us an account 
of horrid blaſphemies by a child of five yeares old: 
we will not ſay that goodneſſe hath ſotimely, oro 
eaſe an entertainment as fin hath, we know reaſons 


Re —_ — 


mage 


are very early capable of ſinning, may be UNO 


roportion be. 
the youn 


ly removed, and 
a veſſell ſavour of the arſt liquor you 
ſcaſon It with 


(oO meet your fa. 
n, 8uide them thitherward at their 
Bt [frſtſerting ont, 


117; letitup, you provide a- 
h t, you goe the Way to 
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contribute. rothe ruine of it., if ſhe have any other | 
followers, then ſuch as are prophane, iznorant, un- | 
grounded, unftable, carried about with every winde | | 
of Dodrine, ſuch as ſhe will be aſhamed to own for | 
her children, and who had not own'd her, but that 
[it was the firſt they lighted apon, ſhe will have no 
cauſe in the world to thank you tor it. This is (6 ne- 
ceflary a courſe to fettle people in what they firſt 
[take in,that the Zeſuztes boaſt themſelyes the Grand 
Conſervators of the Romiſh Religion, in that they are 
Catechizers, and they have formerly ſtirred up one 
another to all poſſible diligence in this work by the | 
example of the Proteſtants, We are ſorry and aſha- 
med, that if for divers yeares laft paſt the Feſuites 
had wanted a provocation to Catechizing from the 
example of Proteſtants, they would not have been | 
| able to have'fetcht it hence. We beſeech you Bre- 
thren, let not our Religion have occaſion to com- 
plaine from any negled& of yours, that ſhe cannot | 
cake up this confefled advantage againſt her enemy, 
nor prophaneſle, ignorance, popery, crrours, here- 
fies, and blaſphemies, ro acknowledge , that they 
owe their planting, watering and increaſe, amongſt 
us, to nothing more,then that we have not ſeaſoned 
the younger yeares of our reſpective families, with 
better things, Now | 
2. In relation to your Children. 

Though what we have ſaid of Catechizing, 'as a | 
duty to your whole family, we know you will con- | 
clude, doth concerne the truit of year own bodies, 
the choiceſt part of it, yet we ſhall crave leave to 
preſſe it more particularly,and to beſeech you againe 
tolay it to Heart, 
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14 An Exhortation to 


| | 1. How expreſſely God layes it upon you as 8 duty. 
| 2, How many Engagements there be up 01 you, con- 
feientionſly to diſcharge it, 

For the former, becauſe what we are defiring of 
| you, is a duty conſiſting of two branches. 1. To Cate- | 
| chize them your ſelves, 2. To fend them being 
| | thas prepared, to be further inftructed and taught 

to underſtand the groundsot Religion, untous z we 
| are willing to let you ſce both parts of the dury, 
1, For your Catechizing them « home , we (ball 
adde to what hath been ſaid already, 

I, Thoſe precepts of the Scripture, where this 

| charge is laid upon parents in expreſle 7earmes ; we 
b+: | ſhall but name the places, and leave chem to your 
BE mediration, 2nd praQtice, Dewt. 4- 9, 10, and Chap, 
| : 
[ [ 6.6, 7. and Chap. 11. 19. Exed. 12. 24, 26, 27. 
IH | Exod. 13. 8,14,15. Foſh. 4. 6,7,21,22, Pal. 78. | 
| 5,6. Feel 1.3. Eph. 6 4. Pro. 22. 6. 
| 2, The Example of parents fearing God, whoſe 
E ' practice of this duty is apon recard ; as 4brahaw, 
| Gen.18. 19. David, i Chron.28. 9, which we hope 
you will beleeve, was written for your Inftrattion. 
; And leſt you thar are Mothers ſhou'd chink your ſelvs 


| — 
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| excuſed, we beleech you to conſ1der, that as a child 
| ' muſt receive the inſtrattion of his father, ſohe muft 
$ , not forſake the Law of his mother, Pro.1, $, She 1s de- 
| Mercer. , | {Cribed to be avertuous woman, that opexeth her 
| Zexfen. in | avouth with wiſdewe, Pro. 31. 26. that teacheth her 
| +2” | childrentheir duty both to God and man. Not only 
| id Solomons father teach him,Pro.4. 4- Þut we have 
the Propbeſee allo that his mother taught vim,Pro. 31 . 
I. Timothy koew the holy Scripture from a child, 


| 2 Tim, 3» 15. and you cannot doubt of the contri- 
bution, 
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of them ( p-5 I 5. ) under the hand of an Apoſtle. | 


walking in Tr#th, had not (o much redounded to the | 
praiſe of thac Zle& Lady, to whom he writes his Se- / 
cond Epiftle, if ſhe had not infiruted them in the | 
way, Anenuſtine wiires of his mother Monrca,that ſhe 
planted precepts of life in his minde, by her words, wa- 
tered them with her teares, and nouriſhed them by hey 
example. You will, we doubt nor, look upon thele 


to be imitated, in ſo great aduty, | 

2. For ſending your children to us,we ſhall briet- 
ly offer you the duty of ic, in theſe particulars, 

I. Weare to feed the Lewbs bf &h 


watch over thery foules ds well as yours, 

2, That the Sabbath be ſantified by the children, 
is by an exprefſſe Law of God charged as a duty up- 
on the parent, of which already from Exod. 20. 10. 

3. A great part of the ſanification of this day & ' 
in coming ſolemnly together to waite gpon God in| 
the duties of his worſhip, and particularly to heare 
his word, and to be inſtructed by it, What wee onght | 
to beleewe concerning God,and what duties God requires | 
of 48. T his your Chriſtianity will not give you leave 
ro doubt of; 

4. This duty you cannot difcharge as toyour chul- * 
dren, but by caufing them to beare a part in all the 
publique duties of that day which they are capable 
of, and particularly to be that way inſtructed, both | 


| 


C 2 : as | 


——— et. te 
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becion, tis mother, yea and his Grandmother afforded 
ro this Ticmely acquaiatance of his with the Things | 
lof God, when you reade the CharadFer you have | 


holy women who Truſted in God, as very worthy | 


And that Fohn the Evangeliſt found of her children | > Job. 1. 4. , 


rift, as well as Joh. 21, 15. 
| hts ſheep, they are part of our charge, who are to 
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| 16 An Exhortation to 


of: - | as tO faithand manners, in which they arc likelieſt to 
- | receive moſt benefit,and we need not tell you again, 
| that this is to be Catechized. 
For the Second x How many Engagements there be 
1 upon you to perform this duty ? have we any need to 
| day ajot more then this, that they are our chilaren ; 
how many motives doth this deare and tender rela- 
tion wrapup init? we had no intention to leave a 
volumne with you, and ſo ſhall but conſider, 
' 1, Theneed they have to have this courle taken | 
 withchem; Do they not come into the world with » 
| | ſoules, altogether as naked as their bodies ? nothing - 
Job. 3. 6. bur filth upon the one, nothing but ſin upon rhe 0-- 
Job 25, 4. | ther ; and the wages even of this ſin, i eternal death,| 
$ .| Roms. 6. 23. What ſhodld not we doe , that they 
Joh. 3-3, 5. | may be borne againe ? 
At 2. As our children are borne in tn, {o tis by our 
meanes, we are inſtruments of it; ſia 1s conveyed to 
| them thorow our Loines , being finfull our ſelves, | 
|Gen.s, 3. | we beget them ( as Adam did Seth) in our own like-| £ 
neſſe, after our Image. How prevailingly ſhon'd this 
move us to be inſtrumental in their cure,as we have 
been 1n their diſcaſe-! to dire& them to the righte- 
ouſneſſe of the Second Adam, as we derived unto] , . + — 
Py | them the {in of the firſt; that having begottenthem| *, 
- | after our owz, they may be begotten and borne a- 
Coloſl. 3. ro. | gaine, after the Image of God, and how grear a part 
| of that conſiftech in knowledge ! and withour which 
| Eph. 4. 24. Righteouſneſs and True Holineſs,the other parts of it, 
"3 are hoped tor in vaine. as long as it z« life eternall to * 
Be. oY know God and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. Job. s | 
7.3. | | 
| 3+ The Ardency and ſtrength of our affe&tions ao” 
: ward 
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ward our-childrex;; and; bow many- other wayes we 
are wont 0 expteſle it;by our-longing tor them! be- 
fore we have them ( Gen.15;2.'Gem, 30. I-1 Sam 1, | 
10, 11. )our Joy'and contentment afterward ( Foh, | 
16. 21, ) the ineſtimable yalue we ſet upon them | 
« |(2 Kings 4.13 14,15, 16) our induſtrious care to 
keep them ( Gen 42+:36, 38. '2 Kings 4.22, 24; 27, 
30, Luc, 8. 41, 42. Foh,7: 47,49. 1 4 ings 14. 4. ) | 
our extreame griete when we loſe them TOs, 37. 
33, 34,35- 2 Sam,18, 33. and Chap.19. 2, 4 Mat 2. 
w 18; )our Sympathizing with-them in all conditions, | 
- ſmarring under their patne, ( Mark 9:22. Mat. 15, 
22, ana feeling the comfort of their welfare, (Gez. 
445+ 27, 28.) Look, Beloved, into your bowells, or it | 
you cannot finde them there, -look into the Scrip- 
tures, we have here brought" you;'and ſee it theſe 
| be not the afteions: of: patents cowards their ch/1- 
dren, and if theſeexpreſfe themiſetves ar fuchia rate, 
ſo many ther wayes,Can there be a ſtronger morive | 
£- tolay them out the beſt way? upon their ſouls ?: by | 
| cakivg exe that they may be inſtructed unto the 
Kinzdom of God e © - ©) thn 2.597 ot 20 OD, | 
\, Ler us pauſe a while, and argue the ciſe wich our. 
elves alictle, or if you will let us catechiFe our ſelves | 
por-this point, and, aske fuch' Queſtions as theſe ; 
Did we lopg £0 have children, andiſhilbwenow fuf- 
fer them to periſh? Shall we contentedly ſee then in 
ſuch a condition, that {if they conrinuelinit Yithad 
been good for them they had niever- been born? | | 
If their ſouls be not filled with food, is not'4#72 #n+ | rcclf, 6. 3... 
tamntly birth better then-they ? 1f- aur childretr B&nor 
os ghr to the knowledge of God akdttwodþts; 
viſton made them for WRyy ; will not: Divide Tin) 
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Pſal.5 8.8, 


: V.13,5,11,12. 


—_— 


| wntimely birth of a woman, that they had never ſeen the 
| Su, Shall we provide our (elves a Temptation, to 


precations concerning wicked men ,- ſerve ns for 
wiſhes concerning theme As 4 ſnaile which meltarh, 
oh that every one of them had paſſed away, or like the 


curſe our childrens day,;as:Fob curſed his-own, Fob 
3» Let the day periſh wherein they were born, and the_- 
night in which it was ſaid,they are conceived, Let dark- 
neſſe and the ſhadow of death ſtaine it ; let 4 clond awell 
| pers tt ; tet the blackneſſe of the day terrific it ; why di- 
ed they not from the womb ? why did they wot give up 
the ghoſt, when they came out of the belly ? why did the 
| knees prevent them ? or why the breſts that oy fſbould 
ſack? Toſuffer them to periſh tor lack of knowledge, 
may it not put us upen all chis * 
Were we lo joyfull when we had them, and thall 
we not tremble to think, that when-we (hall have 
them no more the- Devil will © and cafi any ing 
elſe be their lor: if for want of inftruQion they dy 
1n.no better a condition than they were born > Did 
the Mother forger all the anguiſh of her eravail for 
| joy that they were borne into this-world © aftd will 
ſhe not endeavour toprovide againſt the ſwallowin 
up of all this joy, by a juſt feare leſt they ſhoald 
eternally in the next 2 And for what but a land of 
cuknelts, can a- condition of darknefle qualifie 
them ©. 
| Do we ſet invaluable a rate upon them, and 
ſhall not their immortall part be confidered in the 
' account F 
| Areweſocarefull to keep: them; that we think 
na. pain,.. trouble, coſt, roo much to ſave their 
lives? and 
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 Dowe grieve at ſuch a rate when weloſe chem, | 
and (hall we nar ftrive to make our loſſe as eaſt? as 
wecan ? that when God doth take them from vs, 
be may take them to himſelf ? And have we any 
warrant io beleeve that God will take whom he 
doth not know? or know thoſe that were never |- 
caught to know him * i 

Can we Lament over every miſery of theirs ale, 
and not be troubled at the miſery of cheir Soules *- 
| weep, aud pray, and adviſe, when they are ficke, | 
py and not afford them a teare, a prayer, an inſtruQi- 
on as they are finfull > Da we well/ co fee] the pain | 
of their os which they feel themſelves, and co | 
be inſenfible of the blindoe of their ſouls, which | 
they feel not * 

' 1Can we yzejoyce at all ccher good that berides 
them, and endeavour the: procurement of it, and | 
have we no affteRions to beſtow npon. their beſt 
good ? Are we gladthat chey bare bealth, and in- 
tferent whether. they liave Grace 2 :glad itbey. 
have an intereſt in the world; indiferent whether | 
they hare an intereſt in Chriſt * 1fwe ſerionfly Ca» | 
techize our ſelves at ſome ſnchrate as thus, pas oY 
how. unable we are eo anſwer that fin- and tally | 
which carriey all our love to our children, anl ” | 
their outward, concernments, Ged.might 
intoa diverſion ofmuch af-ic rowards chair Sonls, 
and if the flame once break ont at anyrate this way, | 
we mel not doubt, but 'tyill ſufficiently yon 
you.-/in- this great duty. ark! 

4. "4. The promiſe you; made when: your: chikdten: 
mere baptized, "was it not to infiru& them in-the-] 
knowledge of Chriſto —— IEF 
I MEL ISTS 
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| much' of your bread, In the Inventory of mens 


in.thac ordinance ?. breach of promiſe , ſpecially | 
breach of promile,where the incereſt of: Chriſt, and 
of pretious Souls is ſo much concerned, is not a fin 
of an ordinary magnitude... We hope we thall not 
fnd'one amongſt-you all that-1s ncorr' 2ibly guilty, 
and fo thall not upon the offer of aty child ro: Bap- 
tiſme hereafter be neceſhtared'to; demurre whether 
it be not our duty to deny it you, or at leaſt to de- 
5. 2: | fy 
3-Inirelationtoyonr ſervants. . | . 354 | 
All that: we-have :ſaid:already of the. duty;you| 
oweto your: whole Famikes, as we have remem- 
bred you, how:'ſpecial/an intereſt . your children 
havein ir, fowertunkic expedient to adde a little 
in particular reference to your ſervants; to prevent 
any. temptation” you" -may'bave :of fuppoſing the 
care of their ſouls to be none ar all of your concern- 
ment. Weſhaltay' what we have here to adde, 
vefore you ina very few words. ' © ' » 
+1." Tis not for nothing that/rhe 7tle of fathey is be- 
ſtowed upon Heads of Familtes 'in relation tro more 
perſons, than the children of 'thetr bodies : they are 
fathers. to their ſervants, 2 K "es. 13. you can 
never make that title good, unlefle you excerciſe a 
fatherly care over them, nor. doth any-care-ſo well 
deſerve this honoxrable appellation,: as a care 'of 
their ſouls, which you can no way better expreſle, 
than by cauſing them to be: inſfracted in the way to 
Heaven. | el by giert 
2, They are adyantageous members of your Fa- 
 milies, and in'the ſweat of their Browes doe ye eat 
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are ſervants reckoned as. a part of their 
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| riches, Gen. 12.16, and 24. 35. and 26.14. and. 
| 30-43. and 32.5. 2 Kings 5. 26. Eccle. 2.7. 
Shall they ſerve you, and can you be careletle whe- | 
ther they ſerve God or no ? that you pay them the 
wages of their work, what will it profit them, if 
you endeayour not to bring them to Chriſt, chac 
they may not reccive the wages of their fins ? 

3. Very. much of your intereſt is wrapt up in 
their Piety, we mean your intereſt as to outward 
things, your affaires will proſper the better in their 
hands ; even wicked maſters have found goely fer- 
vants a great blefling, pray read Gey. 39. 2.3. and | 
| Chap. 30, 27. Philemon Yer.to, 11, and ſee if 
| all char you have at home and abroad, your Tillage, 

| your Cattle, your Trading, will not fare the bet- 
£2 ter in Caſe you teach yorr ſervants how to ſerve the 
| Lord Chriſt as well as your ſelves. ; 
| 4. Ser before your eyes the practce of the | 

| Saints; Abraham had in his Family 318 Servants, | 742i 7x toc. | 
| and they are allſaid to be his trained, or infiruded | 
| ſervants , inftructed 2nd catechized in matters of 
Religion, what ever you do for them if you le.ve = 
out this, do not even Publ'cans and finners, yea | 
donot the Heathen which know not God , the | 
very (ame ? yea 

5. Set the Catcchizing of your ſervants in the 
things of God aſide, and doe ye more for them 
than ye do for your beaſts have chey wittaals from | 
you ? (@ hayeall your Cattle: have they Clothing * | 
ſo have your Herſes if they want it: have they Lod- _ 
ging ? io have your Oxen, yea your very Dog7 ? do —- | 
ye endeavour toprocure them Remedies when they [= 
are ſick? ſo youdo for your Swine : and are ſervants = 
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An Exhortation to | 


| Baſil, Doron, 
0.2. pe 95+ 


*\ Matth. 8. g. 


' }Eph. 6.5. | 
| Cololl. 3, 22. 

| {1 lim.6.1,2, 

f Titus 2, 9. 


2 
3 
\ 


| 


| 


by 


| 


Gen, I8. 19, 


: 
[ 
F: 
£ 
£ 


indeed of no: more value than theſe ? have the 


| fore them, a 


' 
— 


not (ouls capable. of. bleſſedneſſe as well as you? 
you differ not in Puff but in uſe, and that only by Gods 
ordinaxce, from the pooreſt ſervant in your Family. 

Ob. Our ſervants will not {ubmi: , and what 
then ſhall we do ? 

Sol. 1, We hope they will; we cannot think 
that any perſons will be ſo baſe and low as to 
lerve you, that will by no means be perſwaded to 


by, but not to be ſaved by : we hope ar leaſt 

betrer things. 

| S$ol.2. Have you Tryed? have you ſet it be- 
preſſed ic ſeriouſly, frequently, 

earneſtly upon chem as 2 duty * if you have nor, 

| we beleech you now to begin , lect them ſce what 


bedience they owe to you. Take the Scrzptures in 
the #zar27e, and lay them home upon their con(ci- 
ences, and 1a 3 way of prayer, from God expe the 


| $01.3, Whatare you wont todoe,to make your 


| iNue. 


ſervants comply in other things ? uſe the ſame'au-. 
' thoriry in this,if any will tell you, though you have 
a coercive power over your ſervants in other mat- 


| pell them to learne how you may 
not how themſelves may be ſaved, pray take Time 


authority Abraham commanded bis houſhold to keep 
the way of: the Lord, and whether a Civill authori- 
ty to command without a power to cauſe obedi- 
ence, be of any ſ1zaification * What commiſſion 


ſerve God, or will ſubmir to learn a Trade to live! 


| 0 beleeve them, till they have told you by what 


they owe to God , to their own fouls, yea what 0-| - 


ters, yet you have none in this, that you may com- | 
erved » but 


| 
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 Facob had to reformehis whote family,-or how'Fo- | 
ſua will be excuſed from raſhnefle in that reſolute 
undertaking, that He and hs Honſe would ſerve 
the Lord? Anduntill they have offeied you an ex- 

pedienat how you ſhall obſerve that Law of ſeeing. 
che Sabbath (an&tificd by your wer ſervants and. 
maia ſervants, if God that hath made it your du: 


in execution. — But we hope ( as we ſaid:)you will 
finde no ſuch difhculty in a work of fo much con- 
ſequence; and that you may not, wee have 2 re-. 
queſt, 

2, Toall in our reſpeRivye P.rifhes that are un- 
der the fawily- Government of others , children and 
ſervants of both ſexes, of what age {oever , if ca- 
pable of being inftruted ; and our requeſt ts, 
for the Lords ſake, for your ſonls ſake, and 3s 
you wil anſwer the contrary at your peril!, when 
the dead both ſmall and great ſhall fland before God, 
and Chriſt ſhall come in flaming fire to take vengeance 
on them that doe not know him. When He that made_— 
you will have no mercy on you , and He that formed 


ty, ſhall account it your ſin, to cauſe it co be put | 


| Gen. 35. 2,3, 
"Y 


Joh, 24. 15. 


Apoc. 20, 12, 
2 Theſ, x. 8, 


| people of no underſtanding : when every deſpiſer of | 
would conſtantly uſe all Helps «t home, and prefenr 


point you to us your reſpeive Miniſters ' in 
the Congregation , to be Catechized and inftru- 
ted in the neceſſary Grounds of Religion. Con- 
foater. | 


1. Weare not ſetting Wa New way of Teach« 


you will ſhew you no favour ; ip caſe he finds you a ' 
knowledge ſhall be eternally deſtroyed, that you | 


your ſelves in the metbode and order we ſhall ap- | 


Pro. 13, 13. 


ing you, but reviving an old one, a way that the 
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| Church of God hath walkt in , many ages before 
|we were borne, the Church of God boch'Few!ſh 
[and Chriſtias : and in the Chriſtian Church, men 
of the choiceſt CheraFer for learning and piety, 
have diſcharged the office of CatechiFers , as, Cle- 
mens Alexanarins, Origen, Optatus,, Baſil, Auzu- 
fine, Ambroſe, Cyrill, 8&c. whole names we beleeve, 
' {many of you have heard of, as of men fas in 
their generations, | 
2. Its a way of Teaching that Chriſt himſeife in 
his chi'd-bood was pleaſed ro Honour with his pre- | 
ſence; when he was Twelve yeares old, h's parents 
| | found him in the Temple fatting in the midſt of the- 
_ —_ oe Dottours, both hearing them and asking th.m 9ue- 
Zanch. po'.z. | tions, Luc. 2. 46. 1 his, as Learned men obſerve, | 
Tom.s.p.580. | was a meeting for Catechizing:; and we will but of- 
fer 1t to your obſervation, whether the 47 verſc 
HY ( and all that heard bim were aſtoniſhed at bis wnder- 
. ſtanding and anſwers ) ffordeth not ground enough 
| tO beleeve that Chi iſt himſelfe was Catechized, and 
| gave anſwers to the Pueſtions that were propound- 
ed to him. Dare you entertaine ſv much as adieame 
of ſa.vation by this Chriſt, and yer deſpiſe that 
ordinance which he hath Honoured * 
E.cleſ.1z.1, | 3. How Honourable it is to remember your Crea: 
| tor zn the dayes of your youth, to know God betimes, 
]aRs 21. 16. |It is mentioned to the great credit of Myaſon, that | 
he was 4n ofa- Diſciple, one thit had knowne and 
(King.18.12, [followed Chriſt a long time ; of 0badtab, that he 
z Tiw, 3. 15. | fearedthe Lord from his youth; of Timathy, that he 
Plal.139. 60. | had Knowne the holy Scriptures from a childe ,, of Da- 
vid, that be made haſt arid delayed. not to keep Gods 
Rom, 16, 7. | Commandments ; of Andronicus and Funia , oy 
| & iney 
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| they. were ip.Chriſt before. Paul, and it will be you 
Henoar and happinels, to be inſtructed in the wayes 
| of God betimes. | 
| 0b. But ſome of us are very. young, and we may 
ſtiy a while; it. will be Time enough to learne | 
| what belongs toRelig on, and the wayes of, God 
hereafter, 
| Sol. 1, Achild is to be Trained uf in the way that 
he ſhould walk, P. o, 22. 6. 
| $0l, 2. If you that can make this objeRtion be | 
-nQt t00 young to be damned ,-you cannot be too |. 
young £0 be Catechized, thoſe that are. old enough | 
to fix, are 0.d enough to periſh, and there's »o life | 
eternall , but to know God, and Fe/1# Chriſt whom the 
hath ſent, Joh 17, 3+ fy ED 
ob. Some of us are at men and womens eſtare, 
ready to be married, and we are aſhamed to come | 
and ſt:nd among the little children to be Cate- 
| chized. TERS 
Sol. x, If you are aſhamed that you have at this | 
age need to be Catechizea, tisa good figne, it pro- 
|ceeds ( we hope) from a ſenſe of your. ignorance, ; S. 
and a convidtion of your ſtage, in neglecting this , 
meanes of infiruction all this 'while, and we ſhall 
look uoon it as.an Argument, that you. will not goe 
on to fin againſt your, conſciences in neglecting ir 
any longer. Cota acts 
| 2. It you be aſhamed to owa, and learne the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, ſee whar impreſſions will be up- 
on your'pirits atrer you have laid to heart, that re: 
ſolution of Chriſt, which yau finde recorded, Lyke < 
| 9. 26, Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of m | | © 
words, of him ſhall the Sox of man be aſhamed, wy” 1X 
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ſhall come in his own Fa 
the holy Anzels. | 
3. Whether doe yon think it more adviſable to| 
goe to Hell with graver company, or to Heaven, with 
children ? or doe ye beleeve you ſhall ever meer 
them at the exd, with whom you are aſhamed to be 
(een !n the way * 

| 4, That you are ready to be married, is an Ar- 
gument that we wou'd borrow of you to perlwade | 
you to be rhe readie: to be Catechized ; will you en+ 
cer into that relation, and not 'earne the duties of 
it? How will you that are to be a Husband, dwell 
| with your wife according unte knowledge, it you (ut- 
| fer nothing ro dwell with your ſelfe bur ignorance” 
Colofl. 3.18. | And how will you that are to be a wife , ſubmit 
Jour fete to your own husband, as it ts fit in the Lord, 
if you doe not know the Lord? And how will both 
of you live together, s Heres of the grace of life, 
when through the iznorance that is in you, you are 
 meere ſtrangers to a hife of Grace ? Or how will 
you teach your children and ſervants, what yon 
would never be perſwaded to learne your ſelves ? 
HMarriaze we know is common to TD and 


4x Peri3:7, 


| Heathens may enter into it , but this we are con- 
ſtrained to let you know, that if perſons profefling 
| Chriftianity, expe&rhart we ſhould have any hand 
in the celebration of it, between ſuch among them 
| as neither know their duty to God, nor to one ano- 
ther, nor will be perſ{waded to learne ir, whether it 
be a diity incumbent pon 'ns ro doe it, we muſt, | 
at teaft, rake Time to confider. | 
. What if we nnderſtand the principles of Re- 

gion well enongh already ? | 
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Sol. Yet you ought by your. Exarple: toincon- | 
rage others', tolet us" hat are your Miniſters know 
it, that wee may bleſfle God for you , proponnd 
you as patterns to the reſt , and receive from you 
an Evidence: of your ficnels for the Zords Sepper, 


which 16 duly qualified you ought to partake :of, | 


| 


more arguments, with perſons that know they have | 


ſoules, to prevaile with them for a compliance with 
'us in th-ſe things that ſo apparently. read: to their; f 
ſaluetion, | | $7.6 3? be 
Secondly., For erm Conference with the Heads 
and Governours of families, wee have ſeriouſly and | 


enjoyment of the weaves of knowledge, and: the pro- 
phaneneſs of more under. as long an evjoym 


qur publique miniſteriall labours,as a further meanes | 


more familiar -way of;perſonall, iſtru@ion; by-Pri- 


alſo to this ſervice of your ſoules; and in-the name | 
of Chriſt ( whoſe Meſſengers.weare in this errand ). 
beſcech your $9 accepr-of it, and that it may reach 
the end that both wee' and you ought to ame. at; 
wee defire, T0114 white Jr 1919520 ef 7 1 
- 1. That wee may ,meet:yau,. Eicher ar' your ws 
er. 


ar ſuch Times and places, as. wee ſhall appojnt for-) 


ina purpoſe x Hr, if any-inconvenience be feung 1N | 
what'wee ſhall offer, you would be pleaſed $0-p10r 


tt tne 


ſes aſunder., . or, a greater number ,of you toget 


readily. comply with youin it. 


and wee to-adminiſter. We hope we need not uſe | 


ſadly conſidered the ignorance of many under a long | 


| ent of the | 
weanes. of Grace. And having nothing to- 2dde to | 


of your proficiency in grace and knowledge, but a | 


pound a better gverhode your ſelves, and. wee ſhall | 
= Thar: 
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An Exhortation to 


Deur. 6.7. 
Mal. 3. 16, 
Heb. 10, 24, 
ET, 

Rom.14. 19. 
& 15, 14. 

1 Theſl.5.11. 
Heb. 3. 13. 
Luc, 24. 14, 
Ie 


\ firſt intended in this paper, wee ſhall rrouble you 


m— 


” 


2. Thac when you are come together , you 
would not neceſſitate us to be the onely feakeys, 
but be ready to aske when you doe not k»ew, and 
to expreſle your ſelves (-accotding to the matter in 


hand ) ſo farre as ye doe know, thac we may by thi: 
meanes- infotme our ſelves what acquaintance you 
have with the things of God, and be the betrer in- 
' abled to apply our ſelves ro your rc ſpective condi- 
tions and necefficies, as we.l in this as in other du- 
ties of our Miniſtry. EN 
A That you would come to it as to an Orad/- 
nance of God , preventing and following it by your 
prayers, that it may be bleffed from Heaven te 
your edification ; which wee beſeech you ro ſet on 
upon your Hearts by a ſerious peruſall of the Scyip- 
tures 1n the margineL, 
Having already much exceeded the length wee 


| 


| 


l 


| Prov. 2. 3, 4« and Chap. 15. 14. 'and 18. 15. and 


| but with a few words more; they ſhall be by way 
of motive, to'petlwade' you not to fruftrate the 
hopes 'wee' have entertained -of doing your: ſouls 
good , by ar” nn, a an opportunity of attempt- 
ing it, in this familiar way, Let us lay before you, 
and the Loxp in mercy lay it beme ypon your 
Hearts ; UV LE TDN 41 

- I, Theneceflity of knowing the Things of God, 
| of of periſhing to all eternity, Foh. 17. 3. 1/4. 27. 
IT, 2 Theſſ. 1. $. Prov. 29. 18. Hoſea 4. 6. 2 Cor. 
4- 3,4. NE nr as 
2: The great ſin you-arc (guilty of, "if you doe 
| not 'veluntarily 2nd-earneſtly ſeek after it, Mal.2.7. 
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3. The inexcuſable aggravation of this fin, if ye 
deſpiſe it, being offered unto; you, Fob 21. 14. 
Prov. 1, from wer, 20, to the end of the Chapter, 
Matth. 10. 14, 15, and 23. 37, 38%, As 13. 

6. | | 
” 4+ The obedience ye owe unto us in what ever 
concerns the good of your ſouls, Heb.13.17. and the 
reflexion of what eyer contempt you entertaine 
this advice of ours withall, gpon that great and 
glorious God that ſends it you by us , Luke 10, 16. 
1 Theſſ. 4.8. 

5. The much more Time, then will be taken up 
in this duty, which moſt of you ſpend about what 
will doe your ſoules no good, and ſome of you 
about what doth them harwe ; and how you will 
come by confidence to look Chriſt in the face, at 
the day of judgement, when yox will not redeeme_ 
your Time out of the hands of the worla, or idlenes, 


or recreations, Or drinke, Or carnal company, or any | 
vanity, that He may viſic you with his falva- 


tion, 

6, The Example of others in divers places of the 
Nation, where Miniſters and people come frequent- 
ly together for this purpoſe. Though this 1rd, | 
of all the Bri#tiſh Provinces was the laſt that recei- 
ved the Goſpel of Chriſt, wee hope you will not, 
tor your parts ſuffer it to obſerve the ſame order 
in ſubmitting to all meanes of knowing and enjoy- 


Wee ſhall conclude all with our prayers that you 
may, and our hopes that you will doe more then 


ſome of ycu too well, ro doubt of your compli- 


| 


wee have ſaid ; but it any of you ( for wee” know 


” 


Potquam om- | 


u(s BiU anxia- 


1 provincie| 
fidem Chrifts | 


ſuſcepiſſent , 
ſuſcepu & 
her Inſula 
Vetta. 
Camden. 
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| ance )ſhall refuſe tobeperſwaded to the dnties wee 
have mentioned, affure your ſelves that even this 
paper ſhall be a 'witaeſſe againſt you at the day of | 


Judgement, which is ſent you ( the Lord knowes ) 
to no ſuch purpoſe, by 


Tours in the ſervices 


of the Goſpel, 
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